[bookmark: _Hlk114073410][bookmark: _Hlk114073409][image: Shape

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]


EUCHARIST
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
THE SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION
SUNDAY 17 MAY 2026
9.00AM


[image: A black and white text

Description automatically generated]


















[image: Text, logo

Description automatically generated]WELCOME TO SOUTHWARK CATHEDRALA MEMBER OF THE



ELECTRONIC DEVICES
Please ensure that all electronic devices are switched to silent.
PHOTOGRAPHY
Photography and video recording of the Choir is not permitted. 
You are welcome to take photographs of the Cathedral but please do not take any photographs or videos during the service.
HEARING LOOP
Please switch your device to ‘T’.
POSTURE
The instructions in this booklet are not prescriptive. Please sit if that is more appropriate for you.
COLLECTIONS & DONATIONS
At the end of the service, a collection will be taken for the maintenance, mission and worship of the Cathedral.
Cash donations may be placed in the baskets provided.
If you are a UK taxpayer we would be grateful if, before the service begins, you would complete the yellow envelope provided, since this enables us to claim a further 25% from HM Revenue & Customs.
Contactless donations can be made by selecting your donation amount and tapping the terminal provided by the stewards.
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Description automatically generated]Alternatively, either before or after the service, there are several donation points in the Cathedral where you can make your donation, or you can simply scan the QR code, or text SOUTHWARK (Amount) to 70085 (one standard rate message is also charged). Thank you very much for your generous support of the Cathedral.
You can also support the Cathedral by buying your books from the ethical online bookseller bookshop.org and designating Southwark Cathedral shop for the 30% of purchase price donation they offer us.




Please stand as the President, Canon Michael Rawson, Sub Dean & Pastor, enters.
[bookmark: _Hlk117685164]THE GATHERING
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
All	Amen.
The Lord be with you.
All	and also with you.
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
All	He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The President welcomes the congregation and introduces the celebration.
THE PRAYERS OF PENITENCE
[bookmark: _Hlk163648124]What God has prepared for those who love him,
he has revealed to us through the Spirit;
for the Spirit searches everything.
Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord,
who has prepared good things for those who love him.
Silence is kept.
You raise the dead to life in the Spirit:
Lord, have mercy.
All	Lord, have mercy.	
You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart:
Christ, have mercy.
All	Christ, have mercy.
You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided:
Lord, have mercy.
All	Lord, have mercy.

THE ABSOLUTION
May the God of love and power
	forgive you and free you from all your sins,
	heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
All	Amen.


GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
All	Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

THE COLLECT
Let us pray.
Silence is kept.
O God the King of glory,
you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven:
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless,
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us
and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All	Amen.





[bookmark: _Hlk163648150]THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Please be seated.
THE FIRST READING
Acts 1.6-14
Read by the Duty Verger
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
When they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.
This is the word of the Lord.
All	Thanks be to God.












THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM
	Psalm 68.1-10
The response is:
Sing to God, sing praises to his name.
Let God arise and let his enemies be scattered;
let those that hate him flee before him.
As the smoke vanishes, so may they vanish away;
as wax melts at the fire,
so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. R
But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;
let them make merry with gladness.
Sing to God, sing praises to his name;
exalt him who rides on the clouds. R
The Lord is his name; rejoice before him.
Father of the fatherless, defender of widows,
God in his holy habitation!
God gives the solitary a home
and brings forth prisoners to songs of welcome,
but the rebellious inhabit a burning desert. R
O God, when you went forth before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness,
The earth shook and the heavens dropped down rain,
at the presence of God, the Lord of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel. R
You sent down a gracious rain, O God;
you refreshed your inheritance when it was weary.
Your people came to dwell there;
in your goodness, O God, you provide for the poor. R











THE SECOND READING
1 Peter 4.12-14; 5.6-11
Read by Juanita Fan
A reading from the First Letter of Peter.
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice in so far as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters throughout the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.
This is the word of the Lord.
All	Thanks be to God.



















THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people
and kindle in them the fire of your love.
All	Alleluia!

THE GOSPEL
John 17.1-11
The Lord be with you
All	and also with you.
	Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
All	Glory to you, O Lord.
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.
‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All	Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
THE SERMON
	Canon Michael Rawson, Sub Dean & Pastor

THE CREED
Please stand.
All	We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.


THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
	In the power of the Spirit
and in union with Christ
let us pray to the Father.
Please be seated or kneel.
The prayers are led by Mark Harrington
These responses may be used:
Lord, in your mercy,
All	hear our prayer.
(or)
Lord, hear us.
All	Lord, graciously hear us.
And at the end:
Merciful Father, 
All	accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
[bookmark: _Hlk150429173][bookmark: _Hlk138328776]Please stand.
THE PEACE
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
All 	and also with you.
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Bread and wine are presented at the Altar. We receive a collection at the end of the service, but you can also donate by following the QR code. 



THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Blessèd be God,
by whose grace creation is renewed,
by whose love heaven is opened,
by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise.
Blessèd be God for ever.
All	Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk117687027]THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
[bookmark: _Hlk163649117]The Lord be with you
All	and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
All	We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All	It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For he is our great high priest
who has entered once for all
into the heavenly sanctuary,
evermore to pour upon your Church
the grace and comfort of your Holy Spirit.
He is the one who has gone before us,
who calls us to be united in prayer
as were his disciples in the upper room
while they awaited his promised gift,
the life-giving Spirit of Pentecost.
Therefore all creation yearns with eager longing
as angels and archangels sing the endless hymn of praise:
All	Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
[bookmark: _Hlk163649132][bookmark: _Hlk166758575]

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
All	Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with the Blessèd Virgin Mary and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
All	Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
as our Saviour taught us so we pray.
Please pray in whichever language you feel most comfortable.



All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread,
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. 
Amen.
Baba wa…
Notre Père…
天におられる私たちの父よ…
Nna anyiִׅ…
Fader vår…
Pai nosso…
हे हमारे स्वर्गबासी पिता…
Padre nuestro…
我們在天上的父…
Отче наш…
하늘에 계신 우리 아버지…
Πάτερ ἡμῶν…
اے ہمارے باپ


THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
[bookmark: _Hlk117685910]We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
All	Though we are many, we are one body,
	because we all share in one bread.

AGNUS DEI
[bookmark: _Hlk164162477]All	Lamb of God
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.



THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
[bookmark: _Hlk155718490]Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All	Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Please be seated. If you wish to receive Holy Communion or a blessing, please follow the directions of the Stewards. Please do not dip the host into the chalice. If you would like to receive a blessing, please bow your head. 
Members of all Christian churches are welcome to receive Communion. Whatever your faith tradition or background, you are most welcome to draw near for a blessing.
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Please stand.
Let us pray.
Silence is kept.
Eternal God, giver of love and power,
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world
to preach the gospel of his kingdom:
confirm us in this mission,
and help us to live the good news we proclaim;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All	Amen.
          		
THE NOTICES
Please be seated.















THE BLESSING & DISMISSAL
Please stand.
[bookmark: _Hlk166759019]The Lord be with you
All	and also with you.
The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth,
give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
and strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
All	Amen.
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia!
All	Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

Please leave the Cathedral by the North West doors and the Millennium Courtyard. 
Thank you for joining us. We look forward to welcoming you back.
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The stewards will be on hand to collect monetary donations, gift aid envelopes and contactless donations. Alternatively, you can donate by following the QR code. 








Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.
All words covered by the Christian Copyright Licensing have been reproduced under CCL licence no. 223439 and livestreaming licence 145859.
The Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in the USA: Scripture quotations from The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 The Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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making space for love
with heart, mind, and soul

It is good to welcome you to Southwark Cathedral. Set on the south bank of the River Thames, in one of the most vibrant and diverse communities in London, this building has been a constant witness in a place of change.
The first church was built on this site around the year 606. First a convent, then a monastery, it became in 1106 the Augustinian Priory of St Mary Overie (‘over-the-river’). With Westminster Abbey and St Bartholomew the Great in Smithfield, it is one of the three remaining great monastic churches of London. At the Reformation, the Priory became a parish church, and it remains so for the people of Bankside. In 1905, as south London was rapidly expanding, the church was consecrated as the Cathedral for the new Diocese of Southwark. 
The Cathedral has a momentous and significant history and has had links with many famous and influential characters including St Thomas Becket, Geoffrey Chaucer, William Shakespeare and Charles Dickens. It has also been a Cathedral for those who feel on the edges of faith or society, our welcome reaching out to all people in their beautiful God-given diversity. 
Here, our Christian faith is captured in our vision to ‘make space for love: with heart, mind, and soul’. Faith requires our hearts to stand up for social justice, upholding integrity and kindness, and supporting the vulnerable and oppressed. It challenges our thinking, inviting our minds to be enquiring, honest, and generous. Faith also seeks to deepen our inner lives, with the arts and creativity, by sharing in the life of our community, and by learning the arts of prayer and attention. In Jesus Christ we see the human face of God, and our faith in him is our joy and our life. 
We really hope you enjoy being here with us today and that we will see you again very soon. 

Southwark Cathedral
London Bridge
London
SE1 9DA
+44 (0)20 7367 6700
southwarkcathedral.org.uk
subscribe to our weekly newsletter on our website
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