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Welcome to Southwark Cathedral

Set on the south bank of the River Thames in one of the 
most vibrant and diverse communities in London, this 
building has been a constant witness in a place of change.

The first church was built on this site around the year 
606. First a convent, then a monastery, it became in 
1106 the Augustinian Priory of St Mary Overie. With 
Westminster Abbey and St Bartholomew the Great 
in Smithfield it is one of the three remaining great 
monastic churches of London. At the Reformation the 
Priory became a parish church and it remains so for the 
people of Bankside. In 1905, as south London was rapidly 
expanding, the church was consecrated as the cathedral 
for the new Diocese of Southwark.

As well as a place of constant witness to our faith in Jesus 
Christ, this church has a momentous and proud history 
and has had links with many famous and influential 
characters including St Thomas Becket, Geoffrey Chaucer, 
William Shakespeare and Charles Dickens.

In the 20th century this cathedral was at the heart of the 
new movement in theology termed ‘South Bank Religion’. 
This movement asked challenging questions of people 
about faith in the modern age which continue to be 
explored at Southwark Cathedral which describes itself  
as ‘inclusive: faithful: radical’.



Whatever has brought you here today, you are most 
welcome.Become part of the life here if you can; it will 
change your life as you encounter with us our living God.

PLEASE BELIEVE THESE DAYS WILL PASS

by Mark Titchner, 2006 nominee for the Turner Prize,  
is our selected work to mark the season of Lent this  
year. A glimpse of it can be seen on the front cover  
of this order of service. Regrettably, due to the  
national lockdown it will not be on public display  
before the summer.

Please visit us between 2 June and 22 July to see the  
Lent Art Installation in place in the Cathedral.

Setting
Collegium Regale · Herbert Howells

—
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In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.

All Amen.

Grace, mercy and peace  
from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ  
be with you

All and also with you.

The President introduces the celebration.

The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; a broken 
and contrite heart God will not despise. Let us 
come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, and 
acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and  
in faith.

The Cathedral Consort sings the Kyrie Eleison.

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness  
 of sins  
to all those who with heartfelt repentance  
and true faith turn to him:  
have mercy on you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and bring you to everlasting life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

The Collect

Let us pray.

Almighty God, 
whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he 
 suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.
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First Reading
Exodus 20. 1–17

Read by Barbara Duncan from the Cathedral congregation.

A reading from the Book of Exodus.

Then God spoke all these words:

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall 
have no other gods before me.

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether  
in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or 
that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth. You shall not bow down to them  
or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a 
jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of 
parents, to the third and the fourth generation of 
those who reject me, but showing steadfast love  
to the thousandth generation of those who love  
me and keep my commandments.

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the 
Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone 
who misuses his name.
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Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. For 
six days you shall labour and do all your work. But 
the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; 
you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, 
or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 
in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the 
Lord blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it.

Honour your father and your mother, so that your 
days may be long in the land that the Lord your God 
is giving you.

You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.

You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall 
not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male or female 
slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to 
your neighbour.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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The Lent Prose

Sung by the Cathedral Consort.

Refrain 
Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
for we have sinned against thee.

To thee, Redeemer, on thy throne of glory: 
lift we our weeping eyes in holy pleadings: 
listen, O Jesu, to our supplications. R

God, we implore thee, in thy glory seated: bow down 
and hearken to thy weeping children: 
pity and pardon all our grievous trespasses. R

Sins oft committed now we lay before thee: 
with true contrition, now no more we veil them: 
grant us, Redeemer, loving absolution. R

Innocent, captive, taken unresisting: 
falsely accused, and for us sinners sentenced, 
save us, we pray thee, Jesu our Redeemer. R
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Second Reading
1 Corinthians 1. 18–25

Read by Ada Wilson-Jones from the Cathedral congregation.

A reading from the First Letter of St Paul to  
the Corinthians.

The message about the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God. For it is written,

‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, 
in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those  
who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks 
desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified,  
a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than 
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger  
than human strength.
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This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Acclamation 

Sung by the Cathedral Consort.

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord, 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.

Gospel
John 2. 13–22

The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.

Hear the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to John.

All Glory to you, O Lord.

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went 
up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people 
selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-
changers seated at their tables. Making a whip 
of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, 
both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out 
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the coins of the money-changers and overturned 
their tables. He told those who were selling the 
doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making 
my Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples 
remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house 
will consume me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What 
sign can you show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered 
them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been 
under construction for forty-six years, and will you 
raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of the 
temple of his body. After he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; 
and they believed the scripture and the word that 
Jesus had spoken.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily
Canon Leanne Roberts, Treasurer
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The Creed

All We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down  
 from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and  
 the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Led by Clive Greenwood from the St Hugh’s congregation.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

Since we are justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

Anthem
I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills from Requiem ·  
Herbert Howells

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right and good 
to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son.

For in these forty days 
you lead us into the desert of repentance 
that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 
we may grow in grace 
and learn to be your people once again.

Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 
you bring us back to your generous heart. 
Through study of your holy word 
you open our eyes to your presence in the world 
and free our hands to welcome others 
into the radiant splendour of your love.

As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast 
with joyful hearts and minds 
we bless you for your mercy 
and join with saints and angels 
for ever praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord  
 Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the  
 forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
All Dying you destroyed our death, 

rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory.
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And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the  
 whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious  
 ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and  
 thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of Jesus, 
St Hugh, and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever.

All Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach  
us to pray.

All Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread

Every time we eat this bread 
and drink this cup

All we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes.
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Invitation to Communion

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

The President makes their communion saying

The body of Christ.
All Amen.

The blood of Christ.
All Amen.

The Cathedral Consort sings the Agnus Dei followed by the

Communion Anthem
Salvator mundi from Requiem · Herbert Howells
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Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

Holy God, 
our lives are laid open before you: 
rescue us from the darkness of sin 
and through the death of your Son 
bring us healing and make us whole 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Notices

The Blessing and Dismissal

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

God, who from the death of sin raised you to new  
 life in Christ, 
keep you from falling and set you in the presence  
 of his glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.

Voluntary
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