Choral Eucharist
The Sunday next before Lent
Sunday 14 February 2021
11.00am

Welcome to Southwark Cathedral
Set on the south bank of the River Thames in one of the
most vibrant and diverse communities in London, this
building has been a constant witness in a place of change.
The first church was built on this site around the year
606. First a convent, then a monastery, it became in
1106 the Augustinian Priory of St Mary Overie. With
Westminster Abbey and St Bartholomew the Great
in Smithfield it is one of the three remaining great
monastic churches of London. At the Reformation the
Priory became a parish church and it remains so for the
people of Bankside. In 1905, as south London was rapidly
expanding, the church was consecrated as the cathedral
for the new Diocese of Southwark.
As well as a place of constant witness to our faith in Jesus
Christ, this church has a momentous and proud history
and has had links with many famous and influential
characters including St Thomas Becket, Geoffrey Chaucer,
William Shakespeare and Charles Dickens.
In the 20th century this cathedral was at the heart of the
new movement in theology termed ‘South Bank Religion’.
This movement asked challenging questions of people
about faith in the modern age which continue to be
explored at Southwark Cathedral which describes itself
as ‘inclusive: faithful: radical’.

Whatever has brought you here today, you are most
welcome.Become part of the life here if you can; it will
change your life as you encounter with us our living God.
—
Setting
Missa puerorum · Josef Rheinberger

Voluntary

Preludio ’Sine Nomine' · Herbert Howells
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
All Amen.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you
All and also with you.
The president introduces the celebration.
When Christ appears we shall be like him,
because we shall see him as he is.
As he is pure, all who have grasped this hope make
themselves pure.
So let us confess our sins that mar his image in us.
Your unfailing kindness, O Lord, is in the heavens,
and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds:
Lord, have mercy.
All Lord, have mercy.
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Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,
and your justice as the great deep:
Christ, have mercy.
All Christ, have mercy.
For with you is the well of life
and in your light shall we see light:
Lord, have mercy.
All Lord, have mercy.
May the Father of all mercies
cleanse you from your sins,
and restore you in his image
to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

Gloria
Sung by the Cantor.
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect
Let us pray.
Almighty Father,
whose Son was revealed in majesty
before he suffered death upon the cross:
give us grace to perceive his glory,
that we may be strengthened to suffer with him
and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All Amen.
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First Reading
2 Kings 2. 1–12

Read by Ife Ogunjobi from St Hugh’s congregation.
A reading from the Second book of Kings
When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven
by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way
from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; for the
Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.’ But Elisha said,
‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will
not leave you.’ So they went down to Bethel. The
company of prophets who were in Bethel came out
to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do you know that today
the Lord will take your master away from you?’ And
he said, ‘Yes, I know; keep silent.’
Elijah said to him, ‘Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has
sent me to Jericho.’ But he said, ‘As the Lord lives,
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So
they came to Jericho. The company of prophets
who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said
to him, ‘Do you know that today the Lord will take
your master away from you?’ And he answered,
‘Yes, I know; be silent.’
Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the Lord
has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he said, ‘As the
Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave
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you.’ So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the
company of prophets also went, and stood at some
distance from them, as they both were standing by
the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled
it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to
the one side and to the other, until the two of them
crossed on dry ground.
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me
what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.’
Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double share of
your spirit.’ He responded, ‘You have asked a hard
thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from
you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.’ As they
continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and
horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah
ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept
watching and crying out, ‘Father, father! The chariots
of Israel and its horsemen!’ But when he could no
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore
them in two pieces.
This is the word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God
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Psalm

Psalm 50. 1–6
Sung by the Cantor.
The Lord, even the most mighty God, hath spoken :
and called the world, from the rising up of the sun,
unto the going down thereof.
Out of Sion hath God appeared :
in perfect beauty.
Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence :
there shall go before him a consuming fire, and a
mighty tempest shall be stirred up round about him.
He shall call the heaven from above :
and the earth, that he may judge his people.
Gather my saints together unto me those that have
made a covenant with me with sacrifice.
And the heaven shall declare his righteousness :
for God is Judge himself.
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Second Reading
2 Corinthians 4. 3–6

Read by Elizabeth James from the Cathedral
congregation.
A reading from the second letter of Paul to the
Corinthians.
Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those
who are perishing. In their case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to
keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do
not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ
as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake.
For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of
darkness’, who has shone in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ.
This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia
Sung by the Cantor.
Alleluia, alleluia!
‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’
Alleluia, alleluia!

Gospel

Mark 9. 2–9
The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.
Hear the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according
to Mark.
All Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led
them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he
was transfigured before them, and his clothes became
dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach
them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses,
who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus,
‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’
He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then
a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there
came a voice, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’
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Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one
with them any more, but only Jesus.
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered
them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after
the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily

Canon Andrew Zihni, Precentor

The Creed
All We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
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For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness
of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
Led by Charlie Bell, Ordinand.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace
Christ will transfigure our human body
and give it a form like that of his own glorious body.
We are the body of Christ.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

Anthem

My eyes for beauty pine · Herbert Howells

14

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
All and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and good,
our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For on the mountain he revealed his glory
before his chosen witnesses
and filled with divine splendour
the human flesh in which he is one with us.
So he prepared his disciples
to bear the scandal of the cross
and showed that in the Church, his body,
the same glory would be fulfilled
that shone forth from him, its head.
And so with joyful hearts we echo on earth
the song of the angels in heaven
as they praise your glory without end:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
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Great is the mystery of faith.
All Christ has died: Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the
whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious
ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.
Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother
of Jesus,
St Hugh and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
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by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
All Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us so we pray.
All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread,
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
All Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Invitation to Communion
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins
of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word and I shall be healed.
The president makes their communion saying
The body of Christ.
All Amen.
The blood of Christ.
All Amen.
The cantor sings Agnus Dei followed by the

Communion Anthem

The call · Ralph Vaughan Williams
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Prayer after Communion
Let us pray.
Holy God,
we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ:
may we who are partakers at his table
reflect his life in word and deed,
that all the world may know his power to change
and save.
This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
All Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

Notices
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The Dismissal
The Lord be with you
All and also with you.
Christ Jesus,
the splendour of the Father and the image of
his being,
draw you to himself
that you may live in his light and share his glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
All Amen.
Go in the peace of Christ.
All Thanks be to God.

Voluntary

Apparition de l’Eglise éternelle · Olivier Messiaen
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