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Welcome to Southwark Cathedral

Set on the south bank of the River Thames in one of the 
most vibrant and diverse communities in London, this 
building has been a constant witness in a place of change.

The first church was built on this site around the year 
606. First a convent, then a monastery, it became in 
1106 the Augustinian Priory of St Mary Overie. With 
Westminster Abbey and St Bartholomew the Great 
in Smithfield it is one of the three remaining great 
monastic churches of London. At the Reformation the 
Priory became a parish church and it remains so for the 
people of Bankside. In 1905, as south London was rapidly 
expanding, the church was consecrated as the cathedral 
for the new Diocese of Southwark.

As well as a place of constant witness to our faith in Jesus 
Christ, this church has a momentous and proud history 
and has had links with many famous and influential 
characters including St Thomas Becket, Geoffrey Chaucer, 
William Shakespeare and Charles Dickens.

In the 20th century this cathedral was at the heart of the 
new movement in theology termed ‘South Bank Religion’. 
This movement asked challenging questions of people 
about faith in the modern age which continue to be 
explored at Southwark Cathedral which describes itself  
as ‘inclusive: faithful: radical’.



Whatever has brought you here today, you are most 
welcome.Become part of the life here if you can; it will 
change your life as you encounter with us our living God.

—

Setting 
Collegium Regale · Herbert Howells
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Voluntary
Rhapsody No.1 · Herbert Howells

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.

All Amen.

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

The president welcomes the congregation and then 
introduces the Penitential Rite saying

The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people  
 as his own. 
Let us confess our sins.

God be gracious to us and bless us, 
and make your face shine upon us: 
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

May your ways be known on the earth, 
your saving power among the nations: 
Christ, have mercy.

All Christ, have mercy.
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You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you your sins, 
and bring you to everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Gloria

Sung by the choir.

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
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For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.

The Collect

Let us pray.

Almighty God, 
in Christ you make all things new: 
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches  
 of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.
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First Reading
1 Samuel 3. 1–10

Read by Melissa Mustapha from St Hugh’s congregation.

A reading from the First Book of Samuel.

The boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under 
Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days; 
visions were not widespread.

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow 
dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his 
room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 
Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, 
where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, 
‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran 
to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he 
said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and 
lay down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel 
got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you 
called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie 
down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, 
and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed 
to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. 
And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, 
for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the Lord 
was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, 
lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, 
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Lord, for your servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel went 
and lay down in his place.

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as 
before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, 
for your servant is listening.’

This is the word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God.

Psalm
Psalm 139. 1–9

Sung by the choir.

O Lord, thou hast searched me out, and known me :  
thou knowest my down sitting, and mine up rising;  
thou understandest my thoughts long before.

Thou art about my path, and about my bed : 
and spiest out all my ways.

For lo, there is not a word in my tongue : 
but thou, O Lord, knowest it altogether.

Thou hast fashioned me behind and before : 
and laid thine hand upon me.
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Such knowledge is too wonderful and excellent  
 for me : 
I cannot attain unto it.

Whither shall I go then from thy Spirit : 
or whither shall I go then from thy presence?

If I climb up into heaven, thou art there : 
if I go down to hell, thou art there also.

If I take the wings of the morning : 
and remain in the uttermost parts of the sea;

Even there also shall thy hand lead me : 
and thy right hand shall hold me.

Second Reading
Revelation 5. 1–10

Read by Caroline Bennett from the Cathedral 
congregation.

A reading from the Book of Revelation.

I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the 
throne a scroll written on the inside and on the 
back, sealed with seven seals; and I saw a mighty 
angel proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy 
to open the scroll and break its seals?’ And no one 
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in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able 
to open the scroll or to look into it. And I began to 
weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to 
open the scroll or to look into it. Then one of the 
elders said to me, ‘Do not weep. See, the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so 
that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.’

Then I saw between the throne and the four living 
creatures and among the elders a Lamb standing as 
if it had been slaughtered, having seven horns and 
seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent 
out into all the earth. He went and took the scroll 
from the right hand of the one who was seated 
on the throne. When he had taken the scroll, the 
four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell 
before the Lamb, each holding a harp and golden 
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 
saints. They sing a new song:

‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its 
seals, for you were slaughtered and by your blood 
you ransomed for God saints from every tribe and 
language and people and nation; you have made them 
to be a kingdom and priests serving our God, and 
they will reign on earth.’

This is the word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia

Alleluia, alleluia! 
“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” 
Alleluia!

Gospel
John 1. 43–51

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

Hear the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to John.

All Glory to you, O Lord.

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found 
Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip was 
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip 
found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found 
him about whom Moses in the law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ 
Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out 
of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When 
Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said 
of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no 
deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come 
to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the 
fig tree before Philip called you.’ Nathanael replied, 
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‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I 
told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see 
greater things than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very 
truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of Man.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily
Canon Jay Colwill, Missioner

The Creed

All We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
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through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down  
 from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the  
 Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and  
 the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession

Led by Lesley Black from the Cathedral congregation.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

Christ is our peace. 
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. 
The old has passed away: behold, everything has  
 become new.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

Anthem
Long, long ago · Herbert Howells
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The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

All honour and praise be yours always and  
 everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 
In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:



16

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord  
 Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the  
 forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.
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Great is the mystery of faith.
All Christ has died: Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the  
 whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious  
 ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and  
 thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother  
 of Jesus, 
St Hugh and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
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by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever.

All Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Believing the promises of God, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  
Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread

We break the bread of life, 
and that life is the light of the world.

All God here among us, 
light in the midst of us, 
bring us to light and life.

Invitation to Communion

God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people.

All Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.

The choir sings Agnus Dei followed by the

Communion Anthem
Salvator mundi · Herbert Howells
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Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

God of glory, 
you nourish us with your Word 
who is the bread of life: 
fill us with your Holy Spirit 
that through us the light of your glory 
may shine in all the world. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

All Merciful God, 
you have called us to your table 
and fed us with the bread of life. 
Draw us and all people to serve your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Notices
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The Blessing

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of  
 his glory 
and gladden your hearts with the good news of  
 his kingdom; 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.

The Dismissal

Go in the peace of Christ.
All Thanks be to God.

Voluntary
Rhapsody No.3 · Herbert Howells
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