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Welcome to Southwark Cathedral

Set on the south bank of the River Thames in one of the 
most vibrant and diverse communities in London, this 
building has been a constant witness in a place of change.

The first church was built on this site around the year 
606. First a convent, then a monastery, it became in 
1106 the Augustinian Priory of St Mary Overie. With 
Westminster Abbey and St Bartholomew the Great 
in Smithfield it is one of the three remaining great 
monastic churches of London. At the Reformation the 
Priory became a parish church and it remains so for the 
people of Bankside. In 1905, as south London was rapidly 
expanding, the church was consecrated as the cathedral 
for the new Diocese of Southwark.

As well as a place of constant witness to our faith  
in Jesus Christ, this church has a momentous and  
proud history and has had links with many famous  
and influential characters including St Thomas Becket, 
Geoffrey Chaucer, William Shakespeare and 
Charles Dickens.

In the 20th century this cathedral was at the heart of the 
new movement in theology termed ‘South Bank Religion’. 
This movement asked challenging questions of people 
about faith in the modern age which continue to be 



explored at Southwark Cathedral which describes itself  
as ‘inclusive: faithful: radical’.

Whatever has brought you here today, you are most 
welcome.Become part of the life here if you can; it will 
change your life as you encounter with us our living God.

—

Setting 
Mass for three voices · William Byrd
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Greeting

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.

All Amen.

Welcome in the name of Christ. 
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you

All and also with you.

The president welcomes the congregation and introduces 
the celebration and the lighting of the first of the Advent 
candles. The president then prays

God of Abraham and Sarah, 
and all the patriarchs and matriarchs of old, 
you are our Father too. 
Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, 
Son of God and Son of David. 
Help us in preparing to celebrate his birth 
to make our hearts ready for your Holy Spirit 
to make his home among us. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who is coming into the world.

All Amen.
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Prayers of Penitence

When the Lord comes, 
he will bring to light the things now hidden 
 in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.

The Lay Clerks sing the Kyries.

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.

All Amen.
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Collect

Let us pray.

Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great 
 humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the 

life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.
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Liturgy of the Word

First Reading
Isaiah 64. 1–9

Read by Iris Tomlins, Reader at St Hugh’s Church.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

O that you would tear open the heavens and come  
down, 
 so that the mountains would quake at your  
 presence—  
as when fire kindles brushwood 
 and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
 so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
 you came down, the mountains quaked at your  
 presence.  
From ages past no one has heard, 
 no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
 who works for those who wait for him.  
You meet those who gladly do right, 
 those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 
 because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
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We have all become like one who is unclean, 
 and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
 and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
There is no one who calls on your name, 
 or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
 and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.  
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 

we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
 we are all the work of your hand.  
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 

and do not remember iniquity for ever. 
Now consider, we are all your people.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

The Advent Prose

Sung by the Lay Clerks.

Response: Drop down ye heavens from above and let the 
skies pour down righteousness.

Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember 
our iniquity for ever: thy holy cities are a wilderness, 
Sion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation: our holy 
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and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised 
thee. R

We have sinned, and are as an unclean thing, and we 
all do fade as a leaf: and our iniquities, like the wind, 
have taken us away; thou hast hid thy face from us: 
and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities. R

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people; my salvation 
shall not tarry: I have blotted out as a thick cloud 
thy transgressions: Fear not, for I will save thee: for 
I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy 
Redeemer. R

Second Reading
1 Corinthians 1. 3–9

Read by Ada Wilson-Jones of the Cathedral congregation.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the 
Corinthians.

My brothers and sisters; Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of 
the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in 
him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— just 
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as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 
among you— so that you are not lacking in any 
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, 
so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called 
into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away. 
Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel
Mark 13. 24–37

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to Mark.

All Glory to you, O Lord.
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Jesus said to his disciples:

In those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 

 and the moon will not give its light,  
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” 
with great power and glory. Then he will send out 
the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, 
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 
branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 
you know that summer is near. So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that he is near, 
at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will 
not pass away until all these things have taken place. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away. 

‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither 
the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know 
when the time will come. It is like a man going on  
a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves 
in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep 
awake—for you do not know when the master of  
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the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, 
or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you 
asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to 
you I say to all: Keep awake.’

This is the gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
The Very Revd Andrew Nunn, Dean

The Creed

All We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
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All For us and for our salvation he came down 
 from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the 
 Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and  
 the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped 
and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.
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Intercessions

Led by Lesley Black of the Cathedral congregation.

The Peace

In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

Offertory Anthem
Advent Responsory · Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina
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Liturgy of the Eucharist

The Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you
All and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks 
 and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
For when he humbled himself to come among us 
 in human flesh, 
he fulfilled the plan you formed before the 
foundation of the world 
to open for us the way of salvation. 
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 
we now watch for the day 
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven 
to proclaim your glory 
for ever praising you and singing:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the 
 forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.
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Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and 
 glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Great is the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died. Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again.

Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise:
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Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Awaiting his coming in glory, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  
Amen. 

The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ.

All Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
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Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin  
 of the world.  
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

The president receives communion and says

The body of Christ.
All Amen.

The blood of Christ.
All Amen.

The Lay Clerks sing Agnus Dei followed by the

Communion Anthem
Adam lay ybounden · Peter Warlock
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Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

O Lord our God, 
make us watchful and keep us faithful 
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
that, when he shall appear, 
he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service 
and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

All We thank you, Lord, 
that you have fed us in this sacrament, 
united us with Christ, 
and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet 
prepared for all peoples. 
Amen.

Notices

Blessing

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.
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Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes  
 in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ.
All Thanks be to God. Amen.
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