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Welcome to Southwark Cathedral

Set on the south bank of the River Thames in one of the 
most vibrant and diverse communities in London, this 
building has been a constant witness in a place of change.

The first church was built on this site around the year 
606. First a convent, then a monastery, it became in 
1106 the Augustinian Priory of St Mary Overie. With 
Westminster Abbey and St Bartholomew the Great 
in Smithfield it is one of the three remaining great 
monastic churches of London. At the Reformation the 
Priory became a parish church and it remains so for the 
people of Bankside. In 1905, as south London was rapidly 
expanding, the church was consecrated as the cathedral 
for the new Diocese of Southwark.

As well as a place of constant witness to our faith  
in Jesus Christ, this church has a momentous and  
proud history and has had links with many famous  
and influential characters including St Thomas Becket, 
Geoffrey Chaucer, William Shakespeare and 
Charles Dickens.

In the 20th century this cathedral was at the heart of the 
new movement in theology termed ‘South Bank Religion’. 
This movement asked challenging questions of people 
about faith in the modern age which continue to be 



explored at Southwark Cathedral which describes itself  
as ‘inclusive: faithful: radical’.

Whatever has brought you here today, you are most 
welcome.Become part of the life here if you can; it will 
change your life as you encounter with us our living God.

  —

Setting 
Mass for three voices · William Byrd
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Introit
Requiem aeternam · Missa Pro Defunctis

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.

All Amen.

Peace be with you
All and also with you.

The Act of Remembrance

My brothers and sisters, we gather, distanced but 
together, in the presence of Almighty God, to offer 
praise and worship to the one who saves us, our  
help in ages past, our strength in the present and  
our hope for years to come.

But today we remember in particular those who have 
lived and died in the service of others and especially,  
in this year in which we have been commemorating 
the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World 
war, those who died in that conflict.  We remember 
also all who suffer through war and are in need; and 
we ask for God’s help and blessing that we may do 
his will, that the whole world may acknowledge him 
as Lord and King.
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So, let us remember before God in the silence, and 
commend to his sure keeping those who have died 
for their country in war; those whom we knew, and 
whose memory we treasure; and all who have lived 
and died in the service of humankind.

The buglar plays The Last Post.

Here follows the Silence.

The buglar plays Reville.

They shall grow not old, 
as we that are left grow old; 
age shall not weary them, 
nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun 
and in the morning, 
we will remember them.

Then the President says
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Almighty and eternal God, 
from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted, 
either by death or life: 
hear our prayers and thanksgivings 
for all whom we remember this day; 
fulfil in them the purpose of your love; 
and bring us all, with them, to your eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Let us confess to God the sins and shortcomings of 
the world; its pride, its selfishness, its greed; its evil 
divisions and hatreds. Let us confess our share in 
what is wrong, and our failure to seek and establish 
that peace which God wills for his children.

The Lay Clerks sing

The Kyries

Kyrie eleison. 
Christe eleison. 
Kyrie eleison.
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Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive you your sins, 
open your eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen you to do God’s will 
and give you the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

The Collect

Let us pray.

God, our refuge and strength, 
bring near the day when wars shall cease 
and poverty and pain shall end, 
that earth may know the peace of heaven 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word

First Reading
Amos 5. 18–24

Read by Tomi Ogunjobi, a member of the congregation  
at St Hugh’s Church.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Amos.

Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! 
 Why do you want the day of the Lord? 
It is darkness, not light; 
as if someone fled from a lion, 
 and was met by a bear; 
or went into the house and rested a hand against  
  the wall, 
 and was bitten by a snake. 
Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 
 and gloom with no brightness in it? 
I hate, I despise your festivals, 
 and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
Even though you offer me your burnt-offerings and 
grain-offerings, 
 I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
 I will not look upon. 
Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
 I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
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But let justice roll down like waters, 
 and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Psalm
Psalm 70

Sung by the Lay Clerks.

Haste thee, O God, to deliver me make haste to help 
me, O Lord.

Let them be ashamed and confounded that seek 
after my soul : 
let them be turned backward and put to confusion 
that wish me evil.

Let them for their reward be soon brought to shame : 
that cry over me, There, there.

But let all those that seek thee be joyful and glad  
in thee : 
and let all such as delight in thy salvation say always, 
The Lord be praised.

As for me, I am poor and in misery haste thee unto 
me, O God.
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Thou art my helper, and my redeemer : 
O Lord, make no long tarrying.

Second Reading
1 Thessalonians 4. 13–18

Read by Paddy Gormley, a member of the Cathedral 
congregation.

A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the 
Thessalonians.

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and 
sisters, about those who have died, so that you may 
not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 
have died. For this we declare to you by the word 
of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until 
the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede 
those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry 
of command, with the archangel’s call and with the 
sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, 
and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who 
are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds 
together with them to meet the Lord in the air; 
and so we will be with the Lord for ever. Therefore 
encourage one another with these words.
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This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Alleluia

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Keep awake for you know neither the day nor the hour. 
Alleluia.

Gospel Reading
Matthew 25. 1–13

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according  
to Matthew.

All Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of heaven will be like this. 
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet 
the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five 
were wise.  When the foolish took their lamps, they 
took no oil with them;  but the wise took flasks of oil 
with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all 
of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight 
there was a shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids 
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got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to 
the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are 
going out.” But the wise replied, “No! there will not 
be enough for you and for us; you had better go to 
the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And while 
they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those 
who were ready went with him into the wedding 
banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to 
us.” But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know 
you.” Keep awake therefore, for you know neither 
the day nor the hour.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Canon Michael Rawson, Sub Dean

The Creed

All We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
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All We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down  
 from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the  
 Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and  
 the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Led by Sue Feakin, a member of the Cathedral 
congregation.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

Jesus said, ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give  
 to you. 
I do not give to you as the world gives.’

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

Anthem
For the fallen · Douglas Guest
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The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, gracious God, 
creator of heaven and earth, 
giver of life and conqueror of death. 
By his death on the cross, 
your Son Jesus Christ 
offered the one true sacrifice for sin, 
breaking the power of evil 
and putting death to flight. 
Through his resurrection from the dead 
you have given us new birth into a living hope, 
into an inheritance which is imperishable, 
undefiled and unfading. 
The joy of resurrection fills the universe, 
and so we join with angels and archangels, 
with all your faithful people, 
evermore praising you and singing:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with  
 his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance  
 of me.
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So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup  
 of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory.

Christ is the bread of life: 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim your death Lord Jesus, 
until you come in glory.

Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with Mary the Mother of Jesus and all  
 the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever.

All Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

As we look for the coming of the kingdom we pray as 
Jesus taught us:

All Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen.

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ.

All Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread.

God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people.

All Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.
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The president makes their communion saying

The Body of Christ
All Amen.

The Blood of Christ
All Amen.

The choir sings the Agnus Dei and Agnus Dei from  
War Requiem by Benjamin Britten

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

God of peace, 
whose Son Jesus Christ proclaimed the kingdom 
and restored the broken to wholeness of life: 
look with compassion on the anguish of the world, 
and by your healing power 
make whole both people and nations; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

All Amen.

Notices
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Act of Commitment

My brothers and sisters, let us commit ourselves to 
responsible living and faithful service.

Will you strive for all that makes for peace?
All We will.

Will you seek to heal the wounds of war?
All We will.

Will you work for a just future for all humanity?
All We will.

All Merciful God, 
we offer to you the fears in us 
that have not yet been cast out by love: 
may we accept the hope you have placed in the  
 hearts of all people, 
and live lives of justice, courage and mercy; 
through Jesus Christ our risen redeemer. 
Amen.
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The Blessing and Dismissal

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

God grant to the living grace, 
to the departed rest, 
to the Church, the Queen, 
the Commonwealth and all people, 
unity, peace and concord, 
and to us and all God’s servants, 
life everlasting; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.

The Dean leaves carrying the poppy wreath which will be 
laid without ceremony at the parish war memorial on the 
Borough High Street.

Voluntary
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